
Begins Sunday, September 11  

5:00-6:30pm 
 

Hiz Kidz Area 
 

Ages 3-5th grade 

Hiz Kidz Choirs 

Begins Wednesday, September 7 

6:30pm 

Hiz Kidz Area 

Ages 4 - 5th grade 

Wednesday Night Family Dinner! 

September 7  ♦  5:00-6:00pm 

Menu: Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes/Gravy, Green 

Beans, Salad, Dinner Rolls, Fruit Salad/Cookies 

 

Reservations needed; fill out and turn in reserva-

tion form in Sunday bulletin or contact church    

office by Monday morning. 
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Dear Church Family,  
 

 The idea of the Church and its leadership structure may not be the most    

glamorous or even the most important topic of discussion among Christians, but 

make no mistake, it is important. God’s people having a biblical understanding  of 

what the Church is all about, and a biblical model of leadership and decision     

making processes helps to enable her to better focus on the main things where lives will be forever changed by 

God’s grace and God Himself will be greatly enjoyed by His people.   
 

 At the request of our Constitution Team who is presently considering the idea of moving toward a more      

biblical model of church governance, which among other things would include a Council of Elders inside of a 

Congregational ruled body of believers, I will be teaching our church family what the Bible says about these 

matters.  Beginning Sunday, September 11th I will begin a six week teaching series of messages that will    

focus on the Church; who she is, what she is all about, how she functions with proper leadership, and how all 

of us are a part of fulfilling God’s mission.  In addition, during the Wednesday evenings of those same weeks,   

I will teach through the very specific focus of church leadership seeking to answer the question, “Why          

Elders?”.  Sunday mornings will be more of the lecture format and Wednesday evenings will serve more as     

a laboratory, where we can dialogue with one another. 
 

 I am proud of our Constitution Team’s efforts. They have remained prayerful and deliberate, and more-

over, they have sought to be fiercely biblical. They have also led with great humility. They understand that this 

journey is a serious one and one we must all participate in, and that ultimately, the church body will decide 

God’s best direction for us to go. My assignment is to teach from the Scriptures God’s best plans for His     

people to enjoy Him, to care for one another, and to reach the nations with the Gospel.   
 

 In my studies on these matters, among the many resources afforded to me, I came across a general 

primer that has served me well in having a clearer understanding of God’s specific design for His Church.  

Benjamin Merkle, professor at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary writes,  “Church government is    

important, not primarily because outward structures are important, but because outward structures directly   

affect who can be a leader in the church, what each leader does, and to whom each leader is accountable. 

Thus, when we speak of church government or church polity, we are really speaking of the roles, duties, and 

qualifications of those who lead the body of Christ.” 
 

 These are important matters for the church body to discern and to decide well. The model of church      

governance shapes the following:  
 

1. Who can be a church leader?   

2. What do church leaders do?  

3. Who are church leaders accountable to?   

4. How will the church body fulfill God’s mission in the world?   
 

 What I am asking of you is simple; participate in this journey that will prayerfully better shape and equip 

our church family to love one another well and share Christ with others. There is nothing glamorous about the 

foundation that a home sits upon, but a proper foundation is essential for the home to last and to fulfill its     

purpose for years to come. God’s Church is eternal, and His purposes for her are essential. A biblical founda-

tion for us all is needed.    

 

I love you and I am grateful to be your pastor.  

 

Pastor Jonathan  

 



2016 SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 

 

Heart for God Student Ministry 

It has been a while since I have written. We have had a very busy mission  
focused Summer. We have been blessed with wonderful leaders, prayer    
warriors, and spontaneous help when needed. If you have been following on 
the FB group you have seen the pictures from the mission trips, Super      
Summer, and various activities we have done. However, the mission starts 

again with the beginning of school. We have taught that our students greatest mission field is now in school. 
It will shrink when they go to college or elsewhere and it will be smaller as an adult. So now is the time to 
share the gospel, invite to church/activities and generally engage others as an ambassador for Christ. One  
of my favorite parts of youth group is to hear their stories and see their friends sitting by them who they 

have engaged for the gospel. 

This last Sunday one of our students was challenged by another student at school that if he showed up at  
his house with a bunch of students, he would go to church. He did and the other student did not honor his 
challenge. The key point here is that our students rose to the occasion no matter what the result. I have 
seen this time after time with no obvious result, except that their faith is strengthened and God is honored 

by their obedience. 

Please drop in any Wednesday night and join us for worship and Bible study. It’s the best way you see what 

we are doing.  

Here is our schedule as I know it currently: 

 Every Monday (school day starting Sept 12th) we meet at McDs at 7am and work through Proverbs         

together. I will take Columbia students to school afterward. (during the school year) 

 Every month 3rd and 4th Tuesday of the month we go to the CAC in East St Louis to work with students. 
This a great opportunity for us to begin to be missionaries right in our own backyard. Currently the girls 

are the only ones helping out. Guys, where are you? 

 Sept 8th  Silver Ring Thing. 

 Sept 9th  Serve at In His Hands Banquet 

 Oct 1st   As Iron Sharpens Iron at the SMC (for the guys) 

 November 4th and 5th  Fall Retreat 

As with all that we do, never let money get in the way of your student attending. I have a budget and know 
folks willing to sponsor students. If you are willing to sponsor a student, please let me know or simply put  a 

check in to FBC and in the memo, student ministry. 

So sign up and come, just let me know your need. Also, if you come as a sponsor for the students, student 
ministry will pay your way (many come and pay their own, but we are willing to take care of you so you can 
love on students). If you are so led, feel free to sponsor a student to camp on mission and / or just support 

the ministry. Please contact me and I will let you know the need. 

Pray for us as we follow what the Lord has prepared for us. I am blessed and privileged to work with our  

students. 

Watch our FaceBook group for updates and news of the week. (http://www.facebook.com/home.php?
ref=home#!/groups/85468124568?ap=1) Join us or call me if you have a question (618 977 9719), e-mail 

ltrembly@fbccolumbia.com 

Blessings, 
LT 
 

Love God, Love Others, Mark 12:28-31 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=home#!/groups/85468124568?ap=1
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=home#!/groups/85468124568?ap=1


Dear Church Family,  
 

     I pray that each of you reading this had a wonderful summer. God has been 
great this summer. It began with God being glorified at Fine Arts Camp. Then in the 
middle of July I took 18 kids to camp. It was a wonderful time as we studied the 
armor of God and what it means to have boldness with our faith.  At the end of 
July first of August we had Vacation Bible School and 90 different kids came with 
an average attendance of 82. Of those who attended 23 were visitors with 6 who 
have no church home. Two children prayed to make Jesus Lord of their lives! It 
was a great week watching the children learn God’s word and singing praises to His 
name! The kids collected offering each week to go to orphans and collected $400.  

 

It is hard to believe school is back in session and fall is right around the corner. 
Our children’s ministries will all be starting back up in the next couple of weeks. 
Hiz Kidz Choir will start on, September 7th for those 4 years old  through 5th grade. 
It meets from 6:30 – 7:30 in the Hiz Kidz area. The 2nd – 5th graders will be working 
on a Christmas musical (Christmas at Bethlehem Gulch). Then on September 11th  
AWANA will resume for those 3 years through 5th grade. AWANA meets from 5:00 
– 6:30 every Sunday evening.  For those who missed registration you can still join. 
Come early on the first night to fill out paperwork and order vest/shirts that will be 
needed. We are still in need of helpers for AWANA; if you would like to serve 
please contact Jenny. I also need preschool teachers in the 3 year old an 4 year old 
room for Sunday small group. They are eager to learn and impressionable at this age. 
Would you consider serving or finding someone to co-serve with you.  As always I 
am excited to see children learn about God and eager to watch them grow this 
coming year.  

 

I will be trying some new ways to communicate with parents over the next year. 
First, I have set up a Facebook page for our Children’s Ministry (Hiz Kidz). It is a 
group called “Hiz Kidz FBC Columbia” you can search for it, but must request to 
be added. I wanted to keep it as secure as possible. I will also be using a text mes-
sage system to send out reminders. I have 3 groups so far. Text the number 81010 in 
the message; then type @hizk to be included in overall Hiz Kidz ministry updates/
announcement. Type @hizkawana in the message to be included in the AWANA 
ministry updates and information; type @hizkchoir to be included in the Hiz Kidz 
choir updates or information. If more groups are needed through the year I will add 
them and let you know. This is something you must text to be included in.  
 

Joyfully Serving Him,  
 

Jenny Auld  



PARTICIPATION PACKETS AVAILABLE AT WELCOME CENTER 

MOPPET WORKERS & VALETS NEEDED         

MOPPET WORKERS care for, love and encourage the babies 

through kindergarten age children of MOPS (Mothers Of Pre-

Schoolers) moms during monthly meetings. Through carefully 

planned  activities, the children grow spiritually, socially, and 

creatively.  The MOPPETS program is as important to the      

children as MOPS is to the moms.  

VALETS meet moms at their cars to help any way they can.  

Valets are very much appreciated by the moms. 

MOPS meets the second Thursday of each month, September 

through May; 9:00-11:15am, and 6:30-8:30pm.  
 

 For more info contact Heather White, 618.301.8182. 

 

Moses 
       

Twice Adopted  

Music Show    
    

Presley’s Country  

Music Jubilee 

Deadline for  

reserving your spot 

is September 15. 

Total cost  

approximately $250 

(includes all show 

tickets, lodging 

(single occupancy) 

and $10 travel fee. 

Not included are  

2 dinners and  

3 lunches) 

Questions? Call 

Roger Spurgeon 

618.444.1518 or 

Lauri Royer 

314.283.9535 
 

Sign up at the  

Welcome Center. 

 

BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOME  

Saturday, September 17 

10:00-2:00pm 
At the BCHFS Carmi Campus 

949 County Rd. 1300 N. 

Carmi, Illinois 

Check bulletin board at the church  

for more information. 





 

DEACONS 
Brian Harriss, Rob Mardirosian 
 

PRAYER PARTNERS 

SEPTEMBER 4 Andy Baxter, Jerry Cates, 
David Feazel, Kevin Hileman, Terry Konkel, 

Nathan White 

SEPTEMBER 11 Dave Smith, Joshua Blair, 
Kyle Brinkmann, Nick Cracchiolo, Mike 

Gaynor 

SEPTEMBER 18 Jim Powers, Ray Fischer, 
Rob Gion, Dennis Haudrich, Tom McBroom, 

Karl Nowak 

SEPTEMBER 25 Terry Geist, Al Bollinger, 
Dewayne Gerberding, Tommy Hopewell, 

Randy Riebeling, Tim Toolen 
 

GREETERS  

8:00 Betty Courtney, Patty Skipper, Jim & 

Gloria Powers 

9:00 & 10:45 Mark & Sharon Blair, Donna 
Riley, Lori McClanahan, Kyle Brinkmann, 

Mike Ramsey 
 

INTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF 
SEPT 4   Mindy Guethle / Candi Feazel  

SEPT 11  Mindy Guethle / Denise Byrd  

SEPT 18 Candi Feazel / Denise Byrd 

SEPT 25 Mindy Guethle / Candi Feazel 
 

NURSERY WORKERS 

SEPTEMBER 4 

Babies/Crawlers: HELP NEEDED / Mike & 

Dawn Gaynor 

Toddlers (1s & 2s): HELP NEEDED 

3’s: Lydia Cooper, HELP NEEDED 

Pre-K: Kara Grafton, Youth Helper 

SEPTEMBER 11 

Babies/Crawlers: Jon & Jessie Maus / Angie 

Weber, Sarah Ballard 

Toddlers (1s & 2s): Angie Emring, Sara 

Duguay 

3’s: John & Sandy Marion 

Pre-K: Nick & Christy Cracchiolo 

SEPTEMBER 18 

Babies/Crawlers: Joanna Hoffman, Michelle 

Tullis / Dianne & Shannon Flowers 

Toddlers (1s & 2s): Phyliss Kaiping Family 

3’s: Ben & Julie Nelson 

Pre-K: Kara Grafton, Youth Helper 

SEPTEMBER 25 

Babies/Crawlers: Dan & Megan Flowers 

Toddlers (1s & 2s): Jonathan & Elaine    

Mercer 

3’s: Jenny Greenfield, Cindy Phelps/Heldt 

Pre-K: Josh & Amanda Vandever 

USHERS  

Francis Asselmeier, Russ Harrison, Dick 
Hoffman, Don Horn, John Love, Jeff 

McClanahan, David Ray 
 

SECURITY OBSERVER 
Bill Crenshaw 

 

FIRST AID RESPONDER 
SEPT 4   Amy Iorio 

SEPT 11 Claudia Asselmeier 

SEPT 18 Rachel Ray 

SEPT 25 Erin Westfall 

 

If you are scheduled to serve, 

but are unable to do so, please 

find a substitute or contact the 

head of your assigned area. 

Thank You!    

 

We would like to thank everyone for their prayers, 

phone calls and sympathies in the passing of our    

uncle, Clarence Thomas, Jr.  He never knew a 

stranger and loved the Lord with all his heart. His 

grief in the passing of his wife, our Aunt Rosetta, is 

now a thing of the past and he now rejoices with our 

Savior in Heaven. Thank you for making him feel        

welcome in the short few months he was a member 

of our church family. 

Blessings, 

Tim & Francine Verbeke 

 

Thanks to everyone for the prayers, cards, calls and 

gentle hugs. It is awesome to  have such a wonderful, 

caring church family! 

Marcine Cooper 

 

Congratulations to  

Carlos & Brittany Chagala 

on the birth of their new baby boy, 

Cristiano Lorenzo Chagala. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He was born August 24, 2016, 

weighing 8lbs, 20oz. 



For the Record—August 2016 

Bible Study Average 263  

Weekly Worship Average 395 

Monthly Budget Offering Received $49,733.64 

YTD Budget Needed $619,259.55 

YTD Budget Received $527,859.67 

Follow the Dream 

Sprint to the Finish Amount Pledged (2013-2016) $1,346,848.00 

Spring to the Finish Received—July $11,742.99 

Sprint to the Finish received since June 2013 $1,362,109.92 

FBC COLUMBIA SCHEDULE OF SERVICES: 
SUNDAY: 
    Bible Study Groups 8:15am  (adult classes—no nursery or childcare) 
    Worship  9:30am  (childcare for birth through Pre-K) 
    Bible Study Groups      11:00am  (all ages birth through age 150!) 
    AWANA  5:00-6:30pm (September—April; ages 3 through 5th grade) 
    Youth Group  5:00-6:30pm (grades 6-12—meets at Student Ministry Center) 
     FBC Choir   6:45pm (September-May) 
 
WEDNESDAY: 
    Youth Group  6:30-8:00pm (meets at Student Ministry Center) 
    Bible Study & Prayer 6:30pm 
    Hiz Kidz Choir  6:30pm (September—April; ages 4 through 5th grade) 
 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF: 

For ministry needs, please don’t hesitate to contact a member of our staff personally. 
 

Jonathan Peters, Senior Pastor  (618-978-7989) 
Lonnie Trembly, Associate Pastor, Students  (618-977-9719) 
Jenny Auld, Director, Preschool & Children Ministries   (636-248-4203) 
 

Karen Mercer, Secretary Diana Goleaner, Secretary    Susan Baum, Bookkeeper 
Mark Walter, Custodian Terry Geist, Custodian 

   
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

1200 Valmeyer Rd ▪ Columbia, Illinois 62236 

(618) 281-5605 office ▪ (618) 281-7386 fax 

email: info@fbccolumbia    website: fbccolumbia.com    

Like us on Facebook: FBC Columbia 

Follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/fbccolumbia      

 


